ACTS STUDY GUIDE


Introduction to Acts

Lesson #1 Sunday, November 1, 2009 – Acts 1:1-11

Author

From all indications, we believe the author of the book of Acts is Luke. Luke was a physician (Col. 4:14), and this author of the book frequently used medical terminology not found anywhere else in the New Testament.
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The author of Acts also traveled with Paul from Caesarea to Rome (Acts 27:1), and we know Luke was with Paul there (Col. 4:14). Attempts to identify other companions of Paul with this book have failed. 

Purpose 

The book of Acts is the second book in two-volume work by Luke. The first words in the book of Acts refer to the “former account of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.” That former account is the gospel Luke wrote. 

In Luke’s gospel we read of how God brought salvation to man through Jesus. We read of Jesus death, burial and resurrection. Before Jesus ascends into heaven we hear Him tell the disciples that the things that happened to Him were necessary in fulfilling God’s plan to redeem mankind. He also tells them that now they were responsible for taking the gospel to all nations since they are witnesses of His resurrection. And that’s how the gospel of Luke ends (see Lk. 24:44-52).

And that is where the book of Acts begins. Acts shows us how the apostles took the gospel into all the world. The first volume in Luke’s history tells us of how God saved us through Jesus Christ. The second volume shows how God communicated salvation to the whole world through Jesus’ apostles.

Outline 

Jesus said to the apostles that they would be witnesses to Him in “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (1:8) That verse forms a good outline for the book. The gospel is preached in Jerusalem (chapters 1-7), Judea and Samaria (chapters 8-12), and to the end of the earth (chapters 13-28).

The first part of the book focuses on Jerusalem (chapters 1-7). The gospel is preached for the first time in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Three thousand are saved on the first day. We witness the rapid growth church in Jerusalem in the early years.

But then a vast persecution breaks out against the church after the death of Stephen. The Christians scatter from Jerusalem, spreading the good news of Jesus Christ wherever they go. Luke focuses on several individual conversions in Judea and Samaria. And unlike what we saw in Jerusalem, these conversions are not just among devout Jews. We see people from a wide variety of backgrounds coming to the Lord (chapters 8-12). 

One of the most notable conversions we read is that of Saul of Tarsus. He was one of the chief persecutors of the early church. While on his way to persecute Christians in Damascus he receives a vision of the Lord that changes his life. He was told by Jesus that God had chosen him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. 

The last section in Acts largely focuses on Paul’s work as he travels throughout the world preaching to the Gentiles (chapters 13-28). 

Important Themes

One of the things you need to watch for is the role of the Holy Spirit in the spread of the gospel. Some have suggested that instead of naming the book “Acts of the Apostles” it should rather be named “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” 

Another important theme is to look for is the acceptance of the Gentiles by God. Luke uses a lot of ink to underscore their acceptance by God on equal terms with the Jews. It can be argued that Luke prepares the reader for this significant theme in his gospel.

One of the most inspiring themes in the book is to see the progress of the gospel in spite of all of the opposition. It seems every time something bad happens to the early believers the net effect is the gospel spreads even more. 

Perhaps the most practical aspect of the book of Acts is the pattern it gives us for church life. We see the early church engaged in worship. We witness them sending men into the world to preach the gospel. We understand how early churches were organized. We see how they cared for their own and how they edified one another. And, most important, we hear what lost souls were taught to do to be saved.

Key events

Ch 1

Ascension of the Son

Ch 2

Peter preaches good news

Ch 3

Beggar’s plea

Ch 4

Don’t preach anymore!

Ch 5

Lied and died

Ch 6

The widow’s fix

Ch 7

Stephen looks into heaven

Ch 8

Simon the great

Ch 9

Saul goes blind

Ch 10

Gentiles come in

Ch 11
Report of seven OR (10+1) The name Christian begun

Ch 12 (10+2)
Herod gets chewed

Ch 13 (10+3)
Elymas can’t see

Ch 14 (10+4)
Paul made sore

Ch 15 (10+5)
Should we circumcise?

Ch 16 (10+6)
Paul is beaten with sticks

Ch 17 (10+7)
Unknown God dwells in heaven

Ch 18 (10+8)
Sosthenes mistake

Ch 19 (10+9)
3rd journey doing fine

Ch 20
Returning home with plenty

Ch 21
Trouble in Jerusalem

Ch 22
Don’t strike, I’m a Roman Jew!

Ch 23
Division between Pharisee and Sadducee

Ch 24
Felix didn’t want to hear anymore

Ch 25
Festus can’t decide

Ch 26
(26 is upside down 97) Agrippa almost finds heaven

Ch 27
We should have stayed at Fair Haven

Ch 28
Paul has to wait (two years in prison

Timeline (all dates A.D.)

27-29 Church established

34-46
Paul converted

44
Death of Herod Agrippa

45-47
First missionary journey

49-51

Jerusalem conference

51-54

Second missionary journey

54-58

Third missionary journey

58-60
Paul imprisonment in Caesarea

60-64 Paul imprisonment in Rome

68

Paul executed (?)

Questions from Introduction

1) Suggest two reasons why we believe Luke is the author of this book.

2) What is the purpose of this book?

3) What is the outline of the book? (the three major sections I suggested)

4) What are some of the important themes we see in Luke?

Questions from 1:1-11

1) What is the “former account” Luke refers to in 1:1?

2) What was the “Promise of the Father” in 1:4? 

3) With what kind of baptism would Jesus baptize them? What did that mean?

4) What did the apostles ask in 1:6?

5)
How did Jesus answer? What do you make of His answer?

6)
What does it mean to be a witness?

7)
Where would they be witnesses to Jesus?

Beginning of the Church (part 1)
Lesson #2 Wednesday, November 4, 2009 – Acts 1:12-2:13

Return to Jerusalem (1:12-14)

The apostles return from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem to wait for the “Promise of the Father” (1:4). 
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We notice that the apostles are joined by the brothers of Jesus in Jerusalem. The very ones who refused to believe in Jesus during His earthly ministry are now devoted disciples of His. One of Jesus’ brothers, James, will become a central figure in the church later. 

We are also impressed by the fact that they wait for the promise of the Spirit with an attitude of prayer. We will notice throughout this book the importance of prayer in the early church.

Judas Replaced (1:15-26) 

Peter announces that it was prophesied that Judas would fall from his position. He also states that prophecy demanded his position be filled.

Peter declares that the candidates must first have been with Jesus from the baptism of John, and that they must have witnesses of the resurrection (this eliminates the possibility of modern day apostles). The personal witness of the apostles is referred to several times in the book of Acts, and Luke points out the credibility of their witness right away. 

We also see that Mathias was chosen an apostle not by man but by the Lord Himself.

Luke parenthetically includes details about Judas’ death which appear to contradict Matthew’s description of his death.

The Pouring Out of the Spirit (2:1-13) 

Here we see the fulfillment of what Jesus had promised the apostles before His ascension. The sound of mighty wind is heard and the tongues of fire resting on each of the apostles is seen. The apostles are then baptized with the Spirit, speaking in different languages and dialects that were not their own.

The significant facts here are that: (1) there were at least sixteen different dialects present and (2) the men who were speaking were uneducated Galileans. This is what proved to the multitudes that the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy was coming to pass (2:14-21) which indicated that the beginning of the kingdom of God had come.

Thus, the true “Pentecostal” tongues were (1) languages which could be understood and (2) signs to prove God’s power and authority rested with the apostles. The so called “tongue speaking” we hear today are neither understandable languages, nor do they serve as signs of God’s power to unbelievers.

True tongue speaking ended with the completed revelation of God’s word (1 Cor. 13:8-10).

Questions 

1) Who was present in the upper room (1:13-14)?

2) What did they do in the upper room (1:14)?

3) Why did Judas have to be replaced?

4) Compare Matthew’s account of Judas’ death (27:3-10) with Luke’s (1:18-19). Can you harmonize the apparent contradictions here?

5)
What qualifications are given for apostleship? Is it possible to have apostles today?

6)
Who chose Matthias as an apostle?

7)
Who was baptized with the Holy Spirit?

8)
What kind of tongues did they speak? What was the purpose of these tongues? How do we know these tongues really came from God?

9)
Do people speak in tongues given by the Holy Spirit today?

Beginning of the Church (part 2)
Lesson #3 Sunday, November 8, 2009 – Acts 2:14-47

Outpouring of Spirit Explained (2:14-21)

Everyone marveled upon hearing the apostles speak in these languages, at least almost everyone. Some said they were drunk (never mind the fact that most can’t speak their own language intelligibly when drunk, much less a language foreign to them). 
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Peter reminded them it was only the third hour of the day (9:00 am our time), and then pointed out that this miraculous manifestation was a fulfillment of what the prophet Joel had prophesied would happen in the last days. 

This prophecy in Joel is one of the “mountain” prophecies that concerned the kingdom of the Messiah (compare Joel 2:28-32 with Isa. 2:1-4; Mic. 4:1-5; Dan. 2:36-45). They were living in the right time for this kingdom to be established since Rome was the fourth world empire described in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2). The outpouring of the Spirit on the apostles proved that the prophecy of Joel 2 had come to pass. The kingdom they had eagerly anticipated had finally come (Acts 2:33, 36).

Peter Preaches the Gospel (2:22-41) 

The conclusion of Peter’s message is in verse 36: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” The proof of this statement was the resurrection.

Peter first points out that God had attested Jesus’ claims to be the Christ by miracles, wonders, and signs (v. 22). These were not done in a corner either. They were performed openly. It was public knowledge that Jesus was a miracle worker.

He then explains that the crucifixion did not signify a failure, but that it was actually part of God’s plan (v. 23). The resurrection proves the crucifixion did not represent defeat for Jesus.

But how could they know Jesus was raised from the dead? First of all, Peter points out the resurrection was prophesied by David (vv. 25-28). He makes the obvious observation that David could not have been speaking of himself since his bones are still in the grave (v. 29). David must have been speaking of the Christ (vv. 30-31).

The second proof of the resurrection Peter offers is the eyewitness testimony of the apostles (v. 32). They had personally witnessed Jesus alive from the dead (over the space of 40 days – 1:3).

The third proof offered is the outpouring of the Spirit (vv. 33-35). If they were lying about the resurrection, they could not be delivering a message from God. And if they were not speaking for God, how could this miraculous manifestation be explained (Jn. 3:2)?

With all of this evidence, the audience could be assured that Jesus was the Christ (v. 36). But they had just crucified this man Jesus (vv. 23, 36)! What would that mean for them? They knew what happened after Moses was rejected in the rebellion of Korah (Num. 16). Would fire come from heaven or the earth swallow them up? They cried, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?,” probably uncertain anything could be done to atone for such a crime!

Peter’s response brought great relief: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (v. 38) We’re told that those who were baptized “gladly received his word” (v. 41), having been forgiven of the unforgivable. Their hands were stained with the blood of the Son of God Himself, and they had just been forgiven! 

Amazingly, 3000 souls accepted the invitation to be saved on this day (v. 41). Those who were saved comprised the beginning of the church Jesus had promised to build (v. 48 and Mt. 16:18).

A Summary of Early Church Life (2:42-47) 

There are four activities listed in verse 42 which summarize what the early Christians did when the assembled together.

First of all, there was the teaching of the apostles. The apostles had been with Jesus and were inspired by the Holy Spirit. They had been given the keys to the kingdom. The disciples wanted to learn all they could about Jesus and His teachings from the apostles.

They were also devoted to the apostles’ fellowship. “Fellowship” means a sharing or partnership in something. In this case it is a sharing in a spiritual work. 

The “breaking of bread” is not a common fellowship meal, but is rather an early designation for the Lord’s Supper (see Lk. 22:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:16). We notice that this does not appear to be a yearly or quarterly observance but that they “continued steadfastly” in this.

Finally, we see that they regularly engaged in prayer. The effect of these prayers can be seen throughout the book of Acts.

The apostles worked many wonders and signs and the affect of this was fear (v. 43). This was a typical response in the book of Acts (5:5, 11; 19:17).

Luke describes the closeness of the early church in the way they responded to those who were in need. People were actually willing to sell their possessions and goods in order to help out their needy brothers and sisters (vv. 44-45). This is described in more detail in chapter 4 and 5.

Their worship, praise and service were not just limited to what they did once a week (v. 42), every day was filled with these things (v. 46). The effect of all of this was their joy in the Lord and the praise they offered to God. The church had great respect in the community and people were coming to the Lord every day (vv. 46-47).

Questions 

1) How do we know the apostles couldn’t have been drunk as some suggested?

2)
What prophecy did this fulfill?

3)
What other prophecies can this one be linked to in the Old Testament (refer to lesson)?

4)
How had Jesus been “attested by God” to them (v. 22)?

5)
How do we know the crucifixion was not represent the defeat of Jesus and His mission (refer to lesson and vv. 23-24)?

6)
What were the three sources of proof Peter appealed to in his sermon (refer to lesson and vv. 25-35)?

7)
How do we know the prophecy cited in verses 25-28 are not referring to David?

8)
How did this lesson affect them (v. 37)? 

9)
What was Peter’s answer to their question (v. 38)?

10)
What did the early Christians “continue steadfastly” in (v. 42)? Briefly describe each of those activities.

11)
Why did fear come upon every soul (v. 43)?

12)
Why did Christians start selling their possessions (vv. 44-45)?

13)
Was religion an “every once in a while” or even just a “once a week” kind of thing to these Christians (vv. 46-47)?

Healing of a Lame Man

Lesson #4 - Wednesday, November 11, 2009 – Acts 3:1-26

The Miracle (3:1-10)

The following is a specific example of three things alluded to in the first chapter. First, we see Peter and John going into the temple (2:46). Their occasion to enter the temple was prayer (2:42). And we also see a miracle performed producing a  powerful reaction on those who witnessed it (2:43).
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The one who received this miracle is described as poor, as disabled (he is carried to the gate), and as being this way from birth (v. 2). It’s truly a pathetic picture Luke paints for us. 
When this man asks Peter and John for help, Peter responds by saying that though he does not have money to offer him, he has something much better to give him: the ability to walk! 

Immediately, this man who had never walked his entire life was “walking, leaping, and praising God.” And just as on the day of Pentecost, those who witnessed this were amazed (see also Lk. 4:36; 5:9, 26; 7:16).

The Healing Explained (3:11-26)

Several parallels can be made between chapters two and three. In both there is a miracle which causes amazement (2:1-13 & 3:1-10). There is an explanation of the miracle (2:14-21 & 3:11-16). The gospel is then presented stressing, first of all, that they were responsible for Jesus’ death and, secondly, that God has raised Him from the dead (2:23-36 & 3:14-15). The audience is then called upon to repent (2:38 & 3:19).

There is also a contrast that can be made between the two chapters. In chapter two some in the crowd mock the apostles saying they were drunk (2:13). Here Peter fears some may be giving them too much credit (3:12). He assures them that they have no power in themselves, that Jesus caused this man to walk (3:13-16; see 14:8-15). 

Note that Peter spends more time in this sermon developing the idea that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s plan. He refers to Moses, to Samuel, to Abraham (2 times), and to the prophets (4 times). Jesus is presented as God’s suffering Servant foretold by the prophets (3:18; also note the use of the title “Servant” in vv. 13, 26; see Isa. 52:13-53:12). Jesus is declared to be the Prophet like Moses (3:22-23). Jesus is said to be the fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham (3:25). Jesus was sent by God to bring the “times of restoration of all things.” (3:21)

We also notice that the Gentile mission is implied. Peter declared on Pentecost that the promise was to all who were afar off (2:39), and here he reminds us that the promise to Abraham was for all the families of the earth (3:25). He explains that the opportunity to receive Jesus had been given first to them as God’s covenant people, but that indicates it will later go to others (3:25-26; compare with Rom. 1:16-17). 

Questions 

1)
Where did Peter and John go to pray?

2)
Who did they find there? How is this man described?

3)
What facts lead us to believe this was a true miracle?

4)
Thought Question: We believe that the mission of the church is spiritual not physical. In other words, we do not believe it is the mission of the church to feed the poor, give shelter to the homeless, etc. We believe the church’s mission centers around saving souls. Is there anything from this incident which would support this view of the church’s mission? Could this passage be used to argue that the church should be concerned with the physical needs of people as well as their spiritual needs?

5)
Did Peter take credit for the miracle? To whom did he give it?

6)
The point is made in the lesson that in this sermon Peter presents Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s plan from the beginning. It was especially important for this audience of devout Jews who believed in the Law and the prophets to see this. List all of the references Peter gives to prove this point.

7)
What do you think the “times of restoration of all things” is talking about (v. 21)?

The Church & The Jewish Authorities (round 1)
Lesson #5 - Sunday, November 15, 2009 – Acts 4:1-31

The Arrest of Peter and John (4:1-22)
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The healing of the lame man not only drew attention from the people at large, it also catches the attention of the religious authorities in the temple. We find here the first of two confrontations between the church and the Jewish leaders.

Peter and John are taken before the authorities to be questioned. Although their questioning centers on the miracle performed, what the leaders are so upset about was the preaching about the resurrection, something the Sadducees deny (Lk. 20:27-38; Acts 23:6-9). 

Jesus had told the disciples not to worry about what they would say before the authorities because the Holy Spirit would reveal to them what to say (Lk. 12:11-12). That promise is fulfilled here as Peter is filled with the Spirit (v. 8). 

Peter repeats what he said the day before about the fact that this man was healed in the name (or by the authority) of Jesus (the one whom they had crucified). And by crucifying Jesus, Peter says they have fulfilled the prophecy in Psalm 118:22: “The stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.”

Peter boldly asserts that Jesus is the one and only Savior – that salvation can only be found in His name (John 14:6).

This bold defense causes astonishment. These Jewish leaders cannot believe that these uneducated and untrained men are so firm in their conviction. Seeing the healed man standing with them, they did not know what to say.

They could not deny the miracle. They could not do anything to Peter and John. The authorities decided they would severely threaten them. 

It doesn’t work. Upon being told they can’t preach anymore in the name of Jesus, Peter and John reply that they have no choice but to disobey their decree. They are obligated before God to continue to serve as witnesses of those things they had seen and heard.

The Disciples Pray for Boldness (4:23-31)

In times of crisis we usually find the church praying (6:4; 12:12). This is what we find the disciples doing when Peter and John join them after they receive these threats.

In this prayer the church recognizes that God made all things and that He is sovereign. It was prophesied that the Christ would be attacked by kings and rulers (Psa. 2:1-2). They recognize that none of the things that happened to Jesus by the hands of Herod and Pilate caught God by surprise. In fact everything happened according to God’s plan. They know that nothing is beyond God’s control, and they pray that God will intervene by granting boldness and strength to them in the face of the threats they had received.

God’s response to their prayer is powerful.

Questions 

1)
Who arrested Peter and John?

2)
Why were they arrested?

3)
Who was present at the trial (interrogation)?

4)
What question did they ask?

5)
What was Peter’s response (summarize in your own words)?

6)
What caused them to marvel at this response? Should we be surprised by their response?

7)
Why couldn’t they say anything?

8)
What did they decide to do?

9)
How did Peter and John respond to their threats?

10)
Where did Peter and John go once released? What did they do?

11) What did they recognize about God (vv. 24-28)?

12)
What did they ask God for?

13)
How did God answer their prayer?

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly

Lesson #6 - Wednesday, November 18, 2009 – Acts 4:32-5:11

A Church Unified in Love (4:32-37)

We witnessed sacrificial love in the church at the very beginning (2:44-45). Here we see that as the church grows in number (described as a “multitude” v. 32), the brotherly love continues to grow as well. 
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The church is described as being of “one heart” and “one soul.” They possessed property and other material things, but they did not consider themselves to be the owners of those things. If someone was in need they would gladly sell what they had to provide for that need. Barnabas is given as an example of one who was willing to sell property to provide for others. 
Notice that two times it is said that the proceeds of the things that were sold were laid at the apostle’s feet. This implies that there was a common treasury for the church and that the leadership of the church (the apostles) had control over that treasury. Later, this burden becomes too great for the apostles and authority over this treasury is delegated to others (Acts 6:1-7).

The Sin of Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11)

From the good example of Barnabas, we move on to the bad example of Ananias and Sapphira. They also sell a possession in order to lay the proceeds at the apostle’s feet, but they don’t give all of the money. They keep back part of it and leave the impression that they had given all. 

The sin in this was not keeping back part of the money. Peter asks rhetorically of this money, “While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?” The sin was in their deception. And their lie was not just to the apostles or to the church, it was to the Holy Spirit (v. 3). Peter said, “You have not lied to me but to God.” (v. 4)

God’s judgment is swift and severe. As soon as Peter was finished speaking, Ananias fell down dead. Only three hours later Sapphira enters, not knowing her husband is dead. Peter gives her an opportunity to tell the truth asking if they had in fact sold the land for the amount they had contributed. But Sapphira does not tell the truth and Peter delivers what amounts to a death sentence when he says, “Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” (v. 9) She dies immediately.

We’re told that great fear came upon the church and all who heard about this (v. 11), and well it should have. It’s one of the most troubling passages in the New Testament. It is a warning to all of us of how serious sin is to God, especially the sins associated with our religious worship and service.

Questions 

1)
How was the unity of the church described in 4:32?

2)
To what did the apostles give witness?

3)
Why did no one in the church lack anything?

4)
What was laid at the apostles’ feet?

5)
What name was given to Joses (or Joseph) by the apostles and what did it mean? What did this man do?

6)
These were extraordinary circumstances we don’t see very often today. However, we have plenty of opportunities to show our love and concern for others. List three different ways we can exhibit sacrificial love for one another. What kind of attitude will we have to have to do the things you suggest?

7)
What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira?

8)
How do we know the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira were the result of God’s judgment against them?

9)
What was the reaction to this event (5:11)?

10)
What should our reaction to this event be? What does this event tell us about God and His attitude toward sin? Is this how we normally think of God? Do we have the kind of fear and respect for God that we ought? 

The Church & The Jewish Authorities (round 2)
Lesson #7 - Sunday, November 22, 2009 – Acts 5:12-42

Miracles and Growth (5:12-16)
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Luke records the signs and wonders done through the hands of the apostles. The people hold the church in high esteem but they fear them also. Multitudes are being saved at this time, and many more are coming for miracles. People are even coming from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem to be healed and cured of their ailments.

Imprisonment and Escape (5:17-21)

This made the high priests and the Sadducees furious. They had given a stern warning about preaching in the name of Jesus (4:17-18), and the apostles were obviously ignoring the threat. They throw the apostles in prison, but that very night an angel delivers them instructing them to go preach in the temple.

Apostles Arrested Again (5:22-32)

When the guards are sent by the high priests to bring the apostles to appear before the council, the apostles are nowhere to be found. The guards are there and the doors are locked, but the apostles are gone! We see that the chief priests become nervous at this news, not knowing what will happen. 

They bring the apostles before the council and lay two charges against them: (1) they had filled Jerusalem with their doctrine (the resurrection of Jesus) and (2) they saying that they, the religious rulers, were responsible for Jesus’ death. They also remind the apostles about their strict command not to teach in Jesus’ name anymore.

Peter and the apostles all respond that they should obey God rather than men. They again accuse their leaders of murdering Jesus and affirm that they had all witnessed the fact that God had raised Him up. They also add that the Holy Spirit, who had given them the great power to work signs and wonders, was also a witness of the resurrection. 

Gamaliel’s Advice (5:33-42)

These strong accusations (“murdering” the Son of God) incite the council to such anger that they are plotting how they might kill the apostles (as they had plotted before to kill Jesus). 

However, one of the most respected teachers of that time, Gamaliel, stands up and gives a word of caution. He points out two different men who caused trouble in Jerusalem before, but after their deaths the movements they had started eventually ceased. He counsels that if what they are teaching is from men that it will die on its own, but that if it’s of God, then there is nothing they could do. 

They threaten them again, and even beat them, but the apostles are not deterred. They rejoice over the honor of receiving this persecution and continue preaching that Jesus is the Christ.

Questions 

1)
Where were did the disciples gather together with “one accord?”

2)
Why do you think people would esteem the disciples highly, but not dare to join them?

3)
Why did people lay the sick on the streets on beds and couches?

4)
Who was filled with indignation (v. 17)?

5)
What did the angel tell the apostles to do?

6)
When did the apostles go into the temple?

7)
Explain the statement in verse 24: “they wondered what the outcome would be.” 

8)
Why did they bring the apostles in without violence?

9)
What two charges did they bring against the apostles (v. 28)?

10)
When they told the apostles not to preach how did the apostles respond?

11)
To whom did they say repentance and forgiveness of sins was given (v. 31)? 

12)
Who else, besides the apostles themselves, was giving witness to the resurrection, and how did he do it?

13)
What did Gamaliel say to keep them from their murderous plot?

14)
What did they end up doing to the apostles?

15)
How did the apostles respond to this persecution (see also 1 Pet. 4:12-16)?

First Blood

Lesson #8 - Sunday, November 29, 2009 – Acts 6:1-7:60
Choosing of the Seven (6:1-7)

The first two internal problems we read about both have to do with benevolence for the needy saints. The first was over the giving of money (Acts 5:1-11). The second is over the distribution of money. 
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The Hellenists were sometimes called the “Dispersion. Any Jew who did not live in Judea or the general area of Palestine was considered a part of the Dispersion. These Jews lived all over the world. Some of these might have been among that crowd who heard the gospel on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:9-11). 

Unlike their Jewish brethren in Palestine, they spoke Greek primarily instead of Hebrew (Acts 22:2). They not only spoke a different language, they had adopted many of the customs of the Gentiles around the world. Because of their differences there was some prejudice against these “foreign” Jews.

This prejudice manifests itself here in the distribution of food for the needy widows in the church. The Hellenist widows are being neglected.

The apostles were in charge of the treasury for the church (Acts 4:35, 37; 5:2), but whether they were literally “waiting on tables” is not clear here. This complaint from the Hellenists is a serious one, but the apostles do not believe it is something which should pull them away from their business of teaching and preaching. They tell the disciples to choose seven reputable, wise, Spirit-filled men that they might appoint over the business. After the seven are chosen they pray and lay hands on them.

Once again, we find the gospel spreading after a potentially disastrous problem is overcome (v. 7).

Stephen Accused of Blaspheme (6:8-15)

Our attention turns to one of the seven chosen to serve, Stephen. He is described as being full of faith and power. He debates with some from the Synagogue of the Freedmen, and the wisdom and arguments he makes are too much for them. They induced some to accuse him of blaspheme against Moses and the temple. Stephen is taken before the council to answer these accusations.

Stephen Addresses the Council (7:1-53)

Stephen’s message is a history lesson. He draws from very familiar stories about Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, David, and Solomon. 

His message centers on the fact that their forefathers have always rejected God’s chosen servants. Joseph’s brothers hated him selling him as a slave into Egypt. The people rejected Moses when he sought to deliver them from Egypt. The people rejected Moses again when they worshiped the golden calf at Sinai. The people persecuted all of the prophets, ignoring them so they might worship their idols. 

Stephen accuses them of having the same stubborn, wicked heart that their forefathers had. “You always resist the Holy Spirit,” said Stephen, “as your fathers did, so do you.” Just as their forefathers had killed the prophets who foretold of the Christ, they had betrayed and murdered the Christ Himself. 

Stephen is Martyred (7:54-60)

Just as many were “cut to the heart” on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:37), so also Stephen’s audience here (v. 54), only it does not produce repentance in them. Instead they violently rush upon Stephen as an angry mob. They gnash at him with their teeth and take him out of the city and stone him to death.

Stephen’s reaction to this violence is and example of faith and love. The heavens open to him and he sees the Son of Man standing at God’s right hand. He prays that Jesus might receive his spirit. His last words are a cry to God to forgive his executioners.

Questions 

1)
Who was left out in the daily distribution?

2)
Why did the apostles not personally take care of this matter?

3)
Who selected these men? Who appointed these men? 

4)
Did this incident have a negative effect on the spread of the gospel?

5)
Who was Stephen debating?

6)
What did they secretly induce men to say about Stephen?

7)
 Of what did the false witnesses accuse Stephen?

8)
Briefly relate what Stephen spoke of in 7:2-8.

9)
Summarize what Stephen spoke of in 7:9-16.

10)
Who dealt “treacherously” with their forefathers in Egypt?

11)
 How old was Moses when he tried to deliver his people the first time?

12)
Who did Moses kill? When Moses tried to separate two of his brethren who were fighting what was he asked?

13)
Where did Moses go? How many more years was it until God appeared to him out of the burning bush?

14)
According to 7:35, whom did God make a ruler and a deliverer?

15)
What did Moses show in the land of Egypt, the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years?

16)
Relate in your own words the prophecy of Moses referenced by Stephen in 7:37.

17)
Did the fathers obey the law given through Moses at Mt. Sinai? What did they do?

18)
What did God give them up to do (7:42-43)?

19)
Who built the tabernacle? Who built the temple?

20)
Does God dwell in temples made with hands?

21)
What did Stephen call his audience (7:51)? What did he accuse them of doing (7:52)?

22)
What was their reaction to this lesson?

23)
What did Stephen see?

24)
At whose feet did the witnesses lay down their clothes?

25)
What did Stephen pray as he died (7:59)?

26)
What were Stephen’s last words?

The Church Begins to Expand

Lesson #9 - Wednesday, December 2, 2009 – Acts 8:1-25
The Aftermath of Stephen’s Death (Acts 8:1-4)

[image: image9.png]


Until this point the persecution against the church has been focused exclusively on the church’s leadership. The stoning of Stephen changes that. For some reason Stephen’s death provides a kind of spark that ignites an outbreak of persecution against the church at large. Before it was only the apostles being arrested and thrown in prison. Now everyone is suffering this kind of abuse, both men and women. 

Special attention is given to a young man named Saul who is said to have “made havoc on the church.” (v. 3) Saul was consenting to Stephen’s death even giving aid in his stoning (7:58; 8:1). We will return to this man in the next chapter. 
This persecution is both wide in its scope and strong in its intensity, but the end result is good. The disciples begin to scatter from Jerusalem, which might not seem like a good thing at first glance. However this scattering leads to the spread of the gospel, for “those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.” (v. 4) The Devil’s attempt to stamp out the fire that is burning in Jerusalem only causes the fire to spread to other places.

The Gospel Goes to Samaria (Acts 8:5-25)

As we see the gospel spread to other places we must remember that there are many stories that could have been told. The narrative focuses here on one evangelist, Philip, who goes to preach the gospel in one city of the Samaritans, Samaria, and then later to an Ethiopian who was returning home from Jerusalem. We should not think that Philip was the only one preaching or that what happened in this city or to this Ethiopian was unique. Who knows how many other similar things were going on at this time!

We read that Philip’s preaching of Christ and that the miracles made a great impact in Samaria. Multitudes of people with one accord accepted his teaching and there was great joy in the city. Both men and women were baptized.

Luke focuses our attention on one individual, Simon, who was a sorcerer. For a long time he had deceived the Samaritans. They believed he had power from God. Simon was amazed at the miracles and signs done through Philip and he also became a believer and was baptized.

Simon perhaps reveals his motives in becoming a Christian later when Peter and John come down from Jerusalem to lay hands on these new believers. He sees that the apostles are able to transfer this power to others simply by laying their hands on them. He offers Peter and John money so that he might have this same kind of power. Peter rebukes Philip for trying to purchase the gift of God with money. He warns Philip that his heart is not right and that he needs to repent and pray for forgiveness. 

The narrative ends with a short and encouraging note that as the apostles return to Jerusalem they preach the gospel in many of the villages of the Samaritans.

Questions 

1)
Why did the disciples leave Jerusalem? Who stayed in Jerusalem?

2)
What was Saul doing in Jerusalem (v. 3)?

3)
 What did all of those who were scattered from Jerusalem do?

4)
How many people accepted Philip’s preaching in Samaria?

5)
Who was Simon? What did people believe about him?

6)
Who were baptized in Samaria?

7)
Why did Peter and John come to Samaria? Why did Philip not take care of this matter?

8)
What was Simon’s reaction to all of this?

9)
What was Peter’s reaction to Simon’s request?

10)
Simon’s sin and Peter’s rebuke raise some interesting questions. Judging from this request can we suggest that Simon’s motives were not entirely pure in becoming a Christian? Can we judge from Peter’s statement that Simon was, in fact, a Christian at this point? When someone sins what should that person do, judging from this case? When should someone consider being baptized again? 

The Ethiopian Eunuch

Lesson #10 - Sunday, December 6, 2009 – Acts 8:26-40

A Meeting Directed by the Spirit (8:26-29)
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Philip is featured again in this second story in this chapter describing the expansion of the early church. In both accounts we see the gospel going to new places, Samaria and Ethiopia. In both we see the gospel going to unusual places, to Samaritans, who were hated by the Jews, and to a eunuch, who by law was prohibited from entering the assembly (Deut 23:1). 

There are some important contrasts between the two accounts. In the first story Philip preaches to a city and many are converted, here he preaches to a single individual who is converted. In the first story Philip appears to have stumbled upon the great opportunity in Samaria, here it is God who directs Philip to this Ethiopian traveling home from Jerusalem. 

The purpose of this story is to show how God is directing the spread of the gospel, not only to nations and cities, but to individuals as well. It shows the gospel was spread not just by the evangelists alone (Philip), but by any of the early Christians who took the gospel back home with them (the eunuch). We must believe that innumerable stories like this could have been told, but this one is an example of what was happening every day in the first century.

Philip Preaches Jesus from the Prophets (8:30-35)

By the direction of the Spirit, Philip overtakes this man from Ethiopia who is traveling back home from Jerusalem where he had been worshiping. He is reading from the prophet Isaiah in his chariot. Perhaps this man had just bought a copy of Isaiah (a very expensive purchase in the first century) while in Jerusalem. 

This man is not silently reading this book to himself but is reading aloud. Philip recognizes the passage he is reading from Isaiah 53 where the prophet speaks of God’s suffering Servant (Isa. 52:13, 53:7-8). He tries to engage this man in a conversation by asking him if he understands the text. He doesn’t and requests Philip’s assistance. He asks Philip if the prophet is speaking of himself or of someone else. Philip, beginning with this Scripture, preaches Jesus to him.

Philip’s use of the Scripture (the Old Testament) was not at all unusual in first century preaching. In fact, it was the most common approach as we have already seen (Acts 2:25-28; 3:18-26; 4:11; 7:1-50). Early preachers proved Jesus was the Christ through their testimony of the resurrection and the miracles they performed confirmed the truthfulness of their testimony, but one of the most convincing arguments the early church had (at least among the Jews) was Jesus’ fulfillment of the Scriptures. 

The Conversion of the Eunuch (8:36-40)

If the conversion accounts are meant to show a pattern for us, then this account shows to us the importance of belief (v. 36-37), of the verbal confession of that belief (v. 37; Rom. 10:10), of water baptism (v. 36), and of immersion in water (v. 38).

Questions 

1)
Where did the angel tell Philip to go? Did the angel tell Philip why he wanted him to go there? Where was Philip at the time? How was the work going there? Do you suppose this seemed to be a strange command to Philip?

2)
We don’t receive visions or directions from angels anymore. Does that mean the Lord is no longer actively involved in bringing meetings like this one about? Is it possible that the Lord brings people into our life like this?

3)
List all the things we know about this man from Ethiopia. Do any of these things reveal anything about his character?

4)
Did the Spirit tell Philip to go preach to this man? What did he tell Philip to do?

5)
What did Philip hear when he came to this man?

6)
What passage was the man reading?

7)
What did Philip use to preach Jesus to this man?

8)
List all the requirements for conversion you can find in this example. Find other scriptures to support your conclusions.

9)
Where did Philip go from here (see Acts 21:8)? 

Saul of Tarsus

Lesson #11 - Wednesday, December 9, 2009 – Acts 9:1-43
Saul Meets the Lord (9:1-9)

When we last heard of Saul he was vigorously persecuting the church in Jerusalem (8:1-3), but in this passage we see that he was not satisfied with the results of his campaign in Jerusalem. He has heard there are Christians in Damascus and he requests authority from the high priest to arrest any who were of “the Way” there and bring them back to Jerusalem. 
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As he is nearing Damascus, which is a 150 mile journey from Jerusalem, he is met by a bright light from heaven and voice which asks, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul asks who is speaking to him and the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” Thus Saul is confronted with the fact that he is not just attacking what he perceives to be a heretical sect, but that he is, in fact, attacking this heavenly being who is Jesus Himself! 
Jesus says to him, “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” A goad is a sharp pointed stick used to drive oxen. There was something that bothered Saul as he persecuted Christians. Perhaps the arguments these Christians used from Scripture made some sense to him. The evidence of the resurrection might have weighed on his mind. The fact that so many were willing to gladly suffer for what he believed to be a lie may have caused him to question his convictions. Whatever it was, Jesus invites him to stop fighting and to surrender at last to what he knows now to be true.

Saul does surrender asking, “Lord, what do you want me to do?” He is instructed to go into Damascus where he would receive instruction on what he was to do.

Saul was unable to see having been blinded by this Divine light and had to be led by his companions into the city. He remained blind for three days and fasted during that time.

Saul, who is later named Paul, would later refer to this incident in establishing his credentials as an apostle (1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8). This is consistent with what we know about the qualifications of apostles. Apostles had to first be eyewitnesses of Jesus after His resurrection and then be personally chosen by Him (Acts 1:21-26).

Saul’s Conversion and Call (9:10-19)

A disciple in Damascus named Ananias is called by the Lord in a vision to go speak to Saul. Ananias is told that Saul has also received a vision of him placing his hands on him (a double vision similar to what we find in Acts 10). 

Ananias is reluctant to go having heard of the harm he has done to the saints in Jerusalem and of his plans to do the same in Damascus. The Lord reveals to Ananias that Saul had been chosen to “bear” His name before “Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel,” and that Saul would be told how many things he would have to suffer for His name (a sharp contrast to causing suffering for Christians, 9:13). 

Ananias goes to Saul and informs him that he had been sent that he might receive his sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. He received his sight immediately (which further confirms that his blindness was the result of a miracle) and he was baptized. 

From Persecutor to Preacher (9:20-30)

Saul had asked for authority to the synagogues of Damascus to persecute Christians, but instead he is preaching Christ in these same synagogues. He did this to the amazement of all who heard him. His preaching was powerful, confounding the Jews who opposed him in his arguments that Jesus was the Christ.

Because of a plot to kill him, Saul flees the city and goes to Jerusalem. At some point (probably before the plot to kill him) we know that Saul went to Arabia (Gal. 1:17). His visit to Jerusalem was three years after his conversion (Gal. 1:18).

Saul tries to join himself to the disciples in Jerusalem, but they reluctant to do that doubting his claim to be a disciple. Barnabas, who was highly respected in the church, vouches for Saul confirming that his story is true. 

Saul disputes with the Hellenists in Jerusalem (much like Stephen, 6:9) and, once again, an attempt is made on his life. The brethren send him from there to Caesarea and then to Tarsus which was his home town.

Peter’s Mighty Works (9:31-43)

A brief summary of the growth of the church is given in verse 31. There are now many churches throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. And they were growing.

A couple of miracles Peter performed are recorded. These are extraordinary miracles. In the first a man who was paralyzed, having been bedridden for eight years is given instant ability to walk. In the second a woman is raised from the dead. In both cases the miracles are instantaneous and obvious examples of miraculous power.

Note also that Luke provides us with the names of those who received the miracles (Aeneas and Dorcas), the places where these miracles occurred (Lydda and Joppa), and the regions where these miracles were reported (Lydda, Sharon, and all of Joppa). If Luke is making all of this up, he is providing the enemies of the church too many facts that can be used to dispute these claims.

Questions 

1)
What was Saul still “breathing” against the disciples?

2)
How far away was Damascus (look in the lesson)?

3)
How is the church described in verse two (19:9, 23; 22:3; 24:14, 22)? Why do you suppose they were given this name?

4)
What did the voice from heaven ask Saul?

5)
What was Saul kicking against? What might this have reference to?

6)
Why did Saul have to be led by the hand into Damascus?

7)
How many received a vision from the Lord and who were they?

8)
Why was Ananias reluctant to go to Saul?

9)
What did the Lord call in verse 15? What was the Lord going to show him (v. 16)?

10)
At what point was Saul saved: once he saw the light (v. 3), once he believed in and feared the Lord (v. 6), once he was praying in Damascus (v. 11), or once he was baptized (v. 18)? Can you prove your answer?

11)
What did Saul do to the Jews in Damascus (v. 22)? What did they try to do to him (v. 23)?

12)
Where did Saul go before he went to Jerusalem (Gal. 1:17)?

13)
What did Saul try to do once he arrived in Jerusalem?

14)
Who vouched for Saul’s story?

15)
Who did Saul dispute with in Jerusalem? What did they try to do to him?

16)
What miracles did Peter perform in Lydda and Joppa?

17)
What leads us to believe these miracles were genuine? (refer to lesson)

18)
What leads us to believe Luke’s reporting of these miracles is accurate? (refer to lesson) 

19)
How is Dorcas described? 

Cornelius

Lesson #12 - Sunday, December 13, 2009 – Acts 10:1-11:18
The Conversion of Cornelius (10:1-48)
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The inclusion of Gentiles into the kingdom has been hinted at several times so far in Acts (1:8; 2:39; 3:25-26), but it is not until this chapter that this becomes obvious. The conversion of Cornelius gives clear evidence that God desires that Gentiles be saved.

Two dreams lead up to the visit of Peter in the house of Cornelius. In the first an angel appears to the centurion, informing him that he must summon Peter to come to him. In the second Peter is shown that he is not to distinguish between clean and unclean meats anymore. The Spirit tells Peter that he can go with the messengers sent from Cornelius “doubting nothing,” and Peter implies from this instruction and his dream that it is now acceptable to eat with Gentiles.

Peter not only goes to the house of Cornelius, but he preaches the gospel to the Gentiles there having concluded that “God shows no partiality.” (v. 34) Peter’s message is interrupted by the Spirit who descends upon the Gentiles in the same way He had upon Pentecost. Upon witnessing this Peter asks, “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” (v. 47)

Peter’s Defends His Actions (11:1-18)

The brethren back in Jerusalem marvel over what they have heard from Caesarea. They are amazed that Peter sat down and ate with uncircumcised men. 

Peter does not rebuke them for their attitude toward the Gentiles. He completely understands their reaction to all of this. He is well aware of the reasons behind this prejudice for they were his own previously. He would have had the same reaction before all of this had happened. Peter patiently takes them through all of the events that led up to the conversion of these Gentiles. 

Upon hearing Peter’s words all the brethren became silent, being stunned by what they have heard. They glorify God and confess, “God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” (v. 18)

The importance of this event in the history of the early church cannot be overstated. The sheer length of this conversion account and the way in which it is in effect told twice (and also in 15:7-9) indicate how much importance Luke placed upon it. The recognition that the gospel was for the Gentiles as well as the Jews was the decisive issue in the history of the early church. Luke makes it clear that this was not the will of Peter or Paul or any man but clearly the will of God.

In chapter 15 the issue of whether Gentiles must be circumcised and follow the customs of Moses is addressed. But the resolution of that issue in large part depends on the clear principles asserted in these chapters (see 15:7-9). 

Questions 

1)
How is Cornelius described? 

2)
What was Cornelius told to do?

3)
What did Peter see in his vision? What was he told? How did he respond?

4)
What did the Spirit tell Peter?

5)
What did Cornelius do once Peter entered his house? How did Peter respond to that?

6)
What had God “shown” Peter? (v. 28)

7)
What did Peter “perceive”? (v. 34)

8)
What were they witnesses of? (vv. 39-41)

9)
Who will receive remission of sins? (v. 43)

10)
What happened while Peter was still speaking?

11)
What did Peter ask? What did he command?

12)
Why did the brethren in Judea contend with Peter?

13)
Read Peter’s defense and list all of the miraculous signs given which led up to the conversion of these Gentiles.

14)
How did the brethren receive this report?

REVIEW

Lesson #13 - Sunday, December 16, 2009 – Acts 1 – 11
1.  List the Main Event that takes place in each chapter

Chapter 1 – 

Chapter 2 – 

Chapter 3 – 

Chapter 4 – 

Chapter 5 – 

Chapter 6 – 

Chapter 7 – 

Chapter 8 – 

Chapter 9 – 

Chapter 10 – 

Chapter 11 – 
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